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atempt 1o convert the existing state of imbalance 10 a balanced one.

- Every year 280000 girls enter the marriage market earlier than boys; this event
reduces the chance of marriage for women,

- The evident difference between the age of marriage for men and women results
in more than 100000C women becoming windows earlier than their due and some of
them never find another chance for marriage and although most are observant of Is-
lamic morals and feel it immoral to complain, but they can not to be expecied to re-
strain their natural desire,

- Attentinon must be paid to the marital state of the society and a search for fea-
sible solutions to create balance is in acwal fact a guarantee for the preservation of
Islamic morals and a strengthening of the foundations of family life.

- It is possible to partially overcome this problem by reducing the average age of
marrige in men and women,

- The execution of more extensive research on marital state is one of the commu-
mity's greatest requirements which must be seriously atiended 10.

Is the French Prime Ministere of Iranian Descent?
Dr Khosrow Meraat

The French Prime Minister, Mr Andre BALLADUR's sumame possesses Azari ori-
gin, It is our belief that the name is tracable to the town of Urumieh in the province
of Azarbaijan. However, if we were to acknowledge Le monde's claim about Mr Bal-
ladur's ancestors having lived in Nakhjavan, then it would be worth pointing out
that at the time the town was under Iranian rule. Thus, it would not be at all faise to
identify him as a man of Iranian roots and ancestry.
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Population Policy Making and the Present Status of the
Population Policy Commission
Yadollah Farhadi;

1t has been said time and time again that population is an issue damanding collective
cooperation. In this type of cooperation, it is essential that different viewpoints be
welcomed with patience and the best of intention to ensure generally acceptable re-
sults.

Regarding execution, it is worth relating that not only should the different execu-
tive branches act in concert but individualism should by all means be discouraged, or
the outcome will be a collapse of the results in their quality, in which case the re -
establishment of harmony and coordination will not be likely to occur within a shont
span of time, The matter deserves support from public organizations as well as coor-
dination of executive agencies.

With respect to structural organization, the involved administrators should re-
serve an appropriate position for research as an important and fundamental issue; and
to promoie it, they should advance toward recognizing changes by producing reliable
statistical data, gradually activating the major factors affecting population policies
and at the same time avoiding concentration on birth control as the only significant
factor.

Imbalanced Supply and Demand in Merriage
Yadollah Farhadi
Arjang Amirkhosravi

Below is a generalized account of the findings of a study on marital age patterns in
men and women in Iran:

- There is disparity in the marital age patterns of men and women and this dispar-
ity causes imbalance between supply and demand at the first stages of entering the
marriage market.

- The disparity in the average age of marriage between men and women is evident
and it has changed from 4.8 10 5.2 years during the period of study.

- The late entry of men to the marital state compared to women is one of the
causes of the present imbalance.
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of population changes.

Generally speaking, the abscence of information on tribal configurations; the age
and sex structures of past immigrants; the incomparability of existing historical
data; the presence of sectoral niling powers in different parts of the country and the
instability of their political boundaries compared to the way of life lead by nomads;
and the constant changes in the place of habitation and life of a significant number
of the inhabitants of this territory, is considered to be among the most important
barriers in the historical study of immigration.

On the subject of immigrations to other countries, despite its ancient origin and
variety, there are no reliable statistics available and even thd number of Iranians in
the census taken in other countrics is accompanied by evident under_estimations.

Though census deta on national migration can give a general picture of these
shifts, nevertheless, owing to changes in definitions and political boundaries, they
have more limited efficiency, and instcad of providing a comparative analysis of im-
migration through the passage of time, it provides the possibility of their investiga-
tion at different stages.

The Elderly
Dr. Lotfollah Ziaie

A Longer Life has always been Man's aspiration.

In 1982, UN convened a gathering with the representatives of 124 nations 1o dis-
cuss the problems of the elderly and called the 80's. "The Decade of the Elderly”
The World Health Organization chose the motio "Add to Age” for the World Health
Day, in 1983.

The increase in the number of the elderly over the world will bear numerous eco-
nomic and Social aftermaths. According to the 1986 Census data, the total number
of the elderly in the country exceeded 2.7 million, and according to the most recent
data from the Civil Registration Organization, the figure has risen to 3.2 million in
1991, And forecasts predict the same figure to reach 4 million in the year 2000, in
Iran.
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Today, the world is faced with two very different aspects of the population issue:
population increase in the third world and its reduction in industialized countries. To-
day there are effective population policies which in some instances capture our atien-
tion. The population factor is not a vnidimensional and social phenomenon; eco-
nomics, politics, and population are inseparable. One has only to learn how to
integrate these factors as time goes by.

Provincial Disparities in Fertility of Ethnic Groups
Parivash Parandeh

The theme of this article evolves around provincial disparities among different Irani-
an ethnic groups in the various provinces of the country.

These ethnic groups include: Azari, Farsi, Kord, Lore, Arab, Baluchi, Turkeman
and Armenian. The guestion is whether the ethnicity factor is solely responsible for
disparities in fertility or not.

Whereas the average rate of offsprings of literate women, who have attained high
school diplomas and higer education remains low; preliminary results still show that
the social and economic factors are effective in the number of offsprings.

Primarily the disparity in ethnic groups and secondly the means of discovering
the effect of ethnicity on the number of offsprings, if any, have to be investigated:
and thirdly, whether the province of their residence plays any significant role in the
matter,

The purpose of this article is to find answers to these Questions by the assistance
of relevant tables and statistical data.

The Issue of Migration in Studies of Population Changes in
Iran

Dr. Habibollah Zanjani

Zarrin Tadj Alizadeh Ahi

This article is the prelude to a study report on immigration in Iran which was con-

cluded last November. While touching upon existing resources and barriers for study-

ing immigration in Iran, it has attempted to emphasize its importance in the study
\vr



Population Growth and the Importance of the Life time Sta-
tistics
Ali Akbar Rahmani

The writer of this article has reviewed the history of the registration of life events
before the foundation of the Civil Registration Organization then, the changes oc-
curing in civil registration in the country from its origination to the present time,
with regard to the nation’s population changes; and the status of survival statistics
among the statistical system of the country. Moreover, be elaborates on the uneven
distribution of natural resources among urban population setllements and the esta-
blished rights of Iranians in the world community.

Population in the Works of Saadi
Arjang Amirkhosravi

The first section of this article was published in the previous issue. The author
while bearing in mind the significance of demographical literature in the classical
works of nations, has attempted to search through the works of Saadi, a prominent
Persian poet and writer, in order to discover the structure and characteristics of popu-
lation in that era.

Three population topics are discussed in the article: uncommon evenis; infancy,
childhood and old age are reviewed in Saadi's works, and comparisons made with the
writings of other ancient writers and philosophers who focused on ethics.

The final part of the article describes Saadi putting greater emphasis on the un-
common events of a life - time rather than on old age.

An Outlook on the Population of the World and its Fluctua-
tions
Dr. Farrokh Aminzadeh

Some predict that difficult times are ahead. The population of the world has almost
remained unchanged, within the last millenium, but Between the 50's and the 90's, it

has doubled.
Y
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