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The religious education of children, as a fundamental aspect of human
development, emphasizes the pivotal role of the mother as the primary
figure in the educational process. This study utilizes a descriptive-
analytical methodology with a jurisprudential and educational perspective
to investigate the role of mothers in religious education, their religious and
ethical obligations, current challenges, and potential practical solutions.
Jurisprudential research and religious authorities affirm that the mother is
not only the primary educator of the child but also, through emotional,
spiritual, and ethical influence, molds the child's religious and spiritual
identity. Quranic texts, narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), and the
doctrines of Imamiyah jurisprudence have explicitly delineated the duties
related to child-rearing, lactation, and the moral and spiritual development
of the child. Neglecting these responsibilities results in religious, ethical,
and social repercussions.

However, alterations in lifestyle, the escalating work responsibilities of
mothers, the pervasive influence of media and cyberspace, and social and
cultural detriments have presented significant challenges to the religious
education of children. This study, through an examination of
jurisprudential principles and educational research, proposes solutions such
as increasing mothers' religious awareness, improving communication and
emotional skills, fostering a healthy family environment, and actively
engaging in educational and religious institutions.

The findings suggest that integrating a jurisprudential perspective with
scientific educational methodologies enhances the ability to address
modern challenges and promotes the development of a generation with a
robust religious and ethical identity. The significance of collaboration
among parents, educational institutions, and support networks in attaining
effective education is likewise underscored.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The current study provides a comprehensive analysis of the role of mothers in the religious education
of children and investigates the emerging challenges that render this responsibility progressively
more complex in the contemporary world. By synthesizing the principles of Imami (Shi‘a)
jurisprudence with current educational and psychological research, this study aims to address a
fundamental question: How can the role of the mother in fostering her child's faith be reinterpreted
and enhanced within the framework of Islamic jurisprudence, considering the influences of modern
cultural, social, and media developments?

Statement of the Problem

This study is based on the premise that religious upbringing forms the foundation of identity and
spiritual well-being in Islamic societies, and that the mother is the primary and most influential factor
in fostering this development. In Islamic philosophy, motherhood extends beyond mere biological
function; it encompasses emotional, spiritual, and moral aspects that influence the development of the
child's character and faith. The Qur'an underscores this bond in numerous verses, including “His
mother bore him in hardship upon hardship” (Lugman 31:14) and “Mothers shall nurse their children
for two full years” (al-Baqgara 2:233), which emphasize the sacred and foundational importance of
maternal care. Similarly, narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) portray the mother as
the principal guardian of the child’s innate faith.

However, modern sociocultural transformations have disrupted this foundational role. The
proliferation of digital media, the transformation of family dynamics, the rise in female employment,
economic challenges, and the decline of religious institutions have collectively undermined the
spiritual and emotional bonds between mother and child. Consequently, the intergenerational
transmission of faith and ethics is subject to considerable vulnerability. These realities make the
reexamination of the mother’s jurisprudential and pedagogical role an urgent necessity.

Research Significance

In recent decades, a significant portion of moral and cultural crises among newer generations has
originated from insufficient religious education. This deficiency does not stem from a lack of
religious teachings, but rather from a disconnect between religious knowledge and practical
educational frameworks. While Imami jurisprudence has thoroughly articulated the mother’s duties
in custody, breastfeeding, moral supervision, and spiritual training, these rulings now require
reinterpretation to align with evolving social conditions. Moreover, sociological and psychological
research affirms that modern mothers encounter novel cultural and emotional challenges which, if
left unaddressed, could result in identity confusion and religious disengagement in their children.
This study seeks to unify classical jurisprudence with contemporary educational science by proposing
comprehensive and practical strategies that enable mothers—intellectually, emotionally, and
spiritually—to effectively fulfill their sacred role in today’s complex environment.

Theoretical Foundations
The research is founded upon three primary pillars:
1. Jurisprudential elucidation of the mother's role in religious education, grounded in Qur’anic
verses, Prophetic traditions, and the reasoning of classical jurists.
2. Analysis of current challenges, including changes in lifestyle, the impact of media and
cyberspace, women’s employment, and cultural and social disruptions.
3. Presentation of jurisprudence-based practical solutions for revitalizing the maternal
educational role in the contemporary era.
From a jurisprudential standpoint, the mother holds both the right of custody and the duty of
education. Imami scholars differentiate between legal obligations (such as custody, nurturing, and
care) and moral-spiritual responsibilities (including faith transmission and ethical exemplification).
Neglecting a child's religious upbringing is considered, in this perspective, a breach of divine trust,
for which the mother is held accountable before God. Hence, religious nurturing is not a moral
recommendation but a continuous juridical obligation extending throughout the stages of a child’s
growth.

Key Contemporary Challenges
The research delineates four primary domains of challenge:
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1. Lifestyle Transformation:
Contemporary lifestyles, characterized by individualism, consumerism, and a focus on
material comfort, have led to a decline in the mother's emotional and spiritual engagement
within the family. According to the principle of sadd al-dhara’i* (blocking detrimental
means), Imami jurisprudence advocates for the rectification of any lifestyle that results in
neglect of divine obligations. The family continues to be the primary bastion of faith; when
its foundation diminishes, the child's spiritual well-being is at risk.

2. Media and Cyberspace:
Modern media present both opportunities and challenges. From a figh perspective, their
utilization is permitted solely when devoid of any moral corruption. Mothers, therefore,
must serve as knowledgeable overseers, directing their children's digital engagement.
Empirical research indicates that active maternal supervision promotes increased religious
stability among adolescents.

3. Employment and Role Duality:
Women's increasing engagement in the workforce, although socially beneficial, may
diminish the time and energy available for nurturing responsibilities. Jurisprudence
underscores the paramount importance of familial duties and asserts that social engagement
should not compromise a mother's religious obligations. The quality of maternal presence,
rather than its duration, is the primary determinant of success in faith-based education.

4. Cultural and Social Challenges:
Evolving moral values, economic pressures, increasing individualism, and Western cultural
paradigms pose significant threats to the preservation of Islamic ethics within families.
Without a solid jurisprudential and educational basis, mothers may find it challenging to
impart faith effectively. The study concludes that reestablishing adherence to Qur’anic and
Prophetic principles—coupled with the application of contemporary educational
methodologies—provides the most efficacious solution to these challenges.

Practical Strategies
By employing an applied and integrative methodology, the research delineates ten essential strategies
for enhancing maternal roles:
1. Improving mothers’ religious and jurisprudential literacy through targeted specialized
training.
Developing communication and empathy skills with children.
Creating spiritually nurturing and emotionally secure home environments.
Utilizing family-centered counseling for religious and moral education.
Utilizing media and technology intentionally to facilitate faith education.
Using media and technology purposefully for faith education.
Modeling religious behavior through consistent maternal example.
Holding family discussions on spiritual and moral themes.
Addressing children’s psychological and emotional needs.
0. Consulting authoritative jurisprudential sources and established Islamic educational
practices.
The research highlights that these measures necessitate a coordinated effort among three
complementary institutions—the family as the foundational unit, educational institutions as the
environment for moral development, and religious organizations as the governing authority. Any
deficiency in any of these domains results in an incomplete religious formation.
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Conclusion

Findings affirm that within Imami jurisprudence, the mother assumes a multifaceted responsibility: a
legal obligation to protect the child's faith, a moral duty of ethical exemplary conduct, and a social
obligation to uphold the community’s religious identity. Although contemporary challenges—
technological, economic, and cultural—are significant, they remain manageable through the synthesis
of traditional figh principles and contemporary pedagogical science.

Ultimately, the study contends that combining jurisprudential wisdom with contemporary educational
perspectives can produce a comprehensive framework for revitalizing the mother’s role in religious
upbringing. In this paradigm, the mother is not a passive victim of modernity but a deliberate guide
and moral exemplar for the subsequent generation. Redefining her legal and social standing is thus a
strategic necessity for maintaining faith, morality, and cultural continuity within Islamic society.
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