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Introduction: Demography is fundamentally a spatial science and has
historically lagged behind other disciplines in this area. Demographers
investigate the geographic disparities in the prevalence of early marriages
across different regions. Since children's rights are a dynamic and
continually evolving international concern, early marriage is typically
associated with a broad spectrum of health and social repercussions for
both girls and boys.

Objective and Method: The current study seeks to perform a spatial
demographic analysis of early marriage in Iran from 2016 to 2023. For this
purpose, authentic data from the Statistical Center of Iran and the National
Organization for Civil Registration were utilized to analyze the patterns,
trends, and prevalence of early marriage across various provinces. The GIS
software was utilized to elucidate and visualize the spatial characteristics of
the phenomenon.

Findings: The examination of extant data reveals that the prevalence of
early marriage among women and men decreased starting in 1966, with this
decline becoming apparent by 1976. A decade later, during the initial years
after the Islamic Revolution, this declining trend transitioned into a
substantial upward trajectory, culminating in its zenith around 1986.
However, since 1996, the proportion of women married before the age of
18 has significantly declined across the country, and this downward trend
has persisted through 2023. Although early marriage continues to be a
prominent issue today, it remains one of the essential legal and social
challenges that require practical solutions and the insights of religious
scholars to mitigate its irreversible repercussions.
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Extended Abstract

Methods and Data

The research approach utilized in this study is descriptive-analytical and applied in nature.
To analyze and comprehend the spatial distribution of early marriage at the provincial
level, graphical statistical models and interpolation methods were employed within a
Geographic Information System (GIS) framework.

Ultimately, this study was carried out employing a documentary and secondary
analysis methodology—indicating that pre-existing data were utilized to address new
research questions. This approach enables researchers to utilize extant data without the
necessity of collecting new data.

The statistical population of the study encompasses all provinces of Iran. The data
were collected from authoritative national statistical sources, specifically the Statistical
Center of Iran, derived from the 2016 National Population and Housing Census (2016),
and from the National Organization for Civil Registration, which supplied information on
the number of marriages involving individuals under 18 years of age in 2023.

The unit of analysis and level of observation in this study are at the macro level,
indicating that the statistics are examined at the provincial tier across the country.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that the incidence of early marriage among Iranian women has
markedly declined over recent decades. In 1971, 75.5% of women married at an early age,
a proportion that decreased to 42.6% in 1981, 32.1% in 1991, and 27.3% in 2001
(Kordzangeneh, 2011). Although there were sporadic increases in certain years, the
aggregate trend from 1971 to 2023 indicates a pronounced decline. Conversely, the
proportion of early marriages among males has exhibited an upward trend from 2021 to
2023 in comparison to 2016. Nevertheless, when assessed on an international scale, the
prevalence of early marriage among Iranian women remains comparatively high.

Provincial-level data indicate diverse patterns. Sistan and Baluchestan experienced a
7% decline in total marriages, whereas Ilam and Fars observed a 99% reduction. Other
provinces documented decreases in registered marriages ranging from 17% to 37%. This
decrease in marriages among individuals under 18 can be ascribed to various factors, such
as economic difficulties, heightened family awareness of the adverse effects of early
marriage, and an increasing tendency to pursue further education.

These data suggest that child marriage in Iran predominantly affects girls.

In 2016, Semnan registered the fewest marriages involving individuals under 18,
totaling 609 cases, whereas Khorasan Razavi reported the maximum with 20,461 cases.
By 2023, these provinces respectively reported 307 and 13,347 cases of marriages
involving individuals under the age of 18.

Conclusion and Discussion

In Iran, marriage legislation is predominantly grounded in Islamic jurisprudence and the
Civil Code. However, in light of social, economic, and cultural transformations, some
scholars contend that certain provisions necessitate revision. While some laws are
outdated and others updated, enforcement mechanisms are often weak.

With regard to Article 1041 of the Iranian Civil Code, which pertains to the minimum
legal age for marriage, its enforcement encounters numerous obstacles. Marriages
involving individuals below the legal age (13 for females, 15 for males) necessitate
parental consent and a judicial assessment of “best interest.” However, the definition of
'best interest' remains ambiguous, resulting in justices relying on personal discretion or
familial influence. A possible enhancement would involve requiring consultation with
forensic medical specialists to evaluate the child's physical and cognitive maturation prior
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to granting approval. In response to the query, “Is there a need to revise marriage laws?”
the evidence compellingly suggests that legal reform is essential to safeguard children,
especially girls, from the negative impacts of early marriage. Such revisions should
encompass the establishment of minimum age requirements, elucidate the criteria for
judicial approval, and enhance enforcement mechanisms to guarantee that the law
effectively protects children's rights and welfare.
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