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The socio-economic challenge of migration in Iran is influenced by a
variety of intricate and interconnected factors. The objective of the
current study was to utilize Partial Least Squares Structural Equation
Modeling (PLS-SEM) to analyze the factors that influence the decision
to refrain from migrating from Iran and to quantify the relationships
between these factors.

Research Method: This study was a descriptive-survey study of
correlational type, and it was applied research in terms of purpose. The
statistical population was composed of individuals who had taken the
first steps toward migration from Iran between 2021 and 2023 but
ultimately chose not to migrate. 280 individuals were chosen through the
use of available sampling. The research instrument was a questionnaire
that was developed by the researcher and consisted of 35 items that
assessed seven latent variables. SPSS 26 and SmartPLS 3 software were
employed to analyze the data.

Findings: The results indicated that the decision to not migrate was most
significantly influenced by improved economic conditions (path
coefficient = 0.428), family support (0.385), and enhanced job
opportunities (0.342). The decision to refrain from migration was also
significantly influenced by socio-cultural factors (0.276), political
stability (0.234), and emotional-identity reasons (0.198). The research
model accounted for 68% of the variance in the decision to refrain from
migration.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that the decision to forgo migration is
influenced by a variety of factors, and that the retention of the country's
human capital can be achieved by enhancing economic conditions, social
support, and job opportunities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, the phenomenon of migration from Iran, particularly among educated
elites, has emerged as a significant socio-economic challenge. Although a significant
amount of research has been conducted on the factors that influence migration decisions,
there is still a significant gap in our comprehension of the determinants that cause
individuals to refrain from migrating. This study addresses this lacuna by investigating the
multidimensional factors that influence the decision to abandon migration plans from Iran,
with a particular emphasis on the economic, social, and psychological dimensions.

Methodology

A correlational descriptive-survey design was implemented in this applied research. The
statistical population was composed of individuals who had taken concrete steps toward
migration from Iran between 2021 and 2023 but ultimately decided to abandon their
plans. 280 participants were chosen using snowball sampling and available sampling
methodologies. The research instrument was a questionnaire that was developed by the
researcher and consisted of 35 items that assessed seven latent variables: economic
conditions, family support, employment opportunities, socio-cultural factors, political
stability, emotional-identity factors, and infrastructure issues. Data analysis was
conducted using SPSS 26 and SmartPLS 3 software, with Partial Least Squares Structural
Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) employed to evaluate the research hypotheses.

Findings

All factor loadings exceeded 0.7, composite reliability exceeded 0.7, and the average
variance extracted (AVE) for all constructs exceeded 0.5, indicating that the measurement
model exhibited strong reliability and validity. The most significant predictors of
decisions to refrain from migration were improved economic conditions (path coefficient
= 0.428), family support (B = 0.385), and enhanced employment opportunities (f =
0.342), according to the structural model evaluation. Political stability (B = 0.234), socio-
cultural factors (B = 0.276), and emotional-identity considerations (f = 0.198) also
exhibited substantial positive effects. The model's predictive power is substantial, as it
accounted for 68% (R2 = 0.68) of the variance in decisions to refrain from migration.

Conclusion and Discussion

The results confirm that the decision to forgo migration is influenced by a multifaceted
interplay of psychological, social, and economic factors. The robust influence of
economic conditions is consistent with human capital theory, which posits that the
incentive for migration is diminished as a result of enhanced economic prospects. The
significance of familial networks in retention decisions is underscored by the emergence
of family support as a critical social factor. Migration decisions are substantially
influenced by employment opportunities that indicate the potential for career
advancement. These findings indicate that Iran's human capital retention could be
significantly enhanced by comprehensive strategies that prioritize economic stability,
social support systems, and career development opportunities. The effective application of
PLS-SEM in this context demonstrates its utility in modeling complex social phenomena
with relatively smaller sample sizes.
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