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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The political, economic, and social transformations in Iran have had a profound impact on
housing, which is one of the most fundamental human requirements. The access of
citizens to adequate housing has been impacted by changes in political authority, from the
Constitutional Revolution to the Islamic Revolution, which have reshaped land and
housing policies. Spatial inequality has been further exacerbated and the rental sector has
been expanded as a result of uneven development, rapid urbanization, rural-to-urban
migration, weak urban planning, land speculation, and the financialization of housing.
Residential insecurity, informal settlements, and household economic vulnerability have
been exacerbated by ineffective housing policies and governments' inability to provide
affordable housing for low-income households, according to prior research. Consequently,
this investigation investigates the historical development of housing policies in modern-
day Iran and evaluates their correlation with the political ideologies of successive
administrations.

Methodology

The descriptive-analytical design of this research is rooted in the historical-documentary
approach. Housing is analyzed as a historical phenomenon that has been influenced by
Iran's political, economic, and social transformations throughout various eras.
Documentary content analysis was employed to analyze data obtained from books,
scholarly articles, historical documents, official reports, and other authoritative sources.
Authenticity, credibility, representativeness, and contextual relevance were the criteria
used to select sources. In order to improve the validity of the study, methodological
triangulation was implemented by utilizing a variety of documentary sources, cross-
validating historical evidence, and consulting with experts. This method facilitated a
methodical analysis of the impact of political economy on Iran's contemporary housing
system and long-term housing policy developments.

Findings

Housing developments in Iran have consistently mirrored changes in political structures,
governance, and political economy, as evidenced by the results. Urban development, land
ownership reforms, and centralized modernization were the primary objectives of housing
policies during the First Pahlavi period. Despite the fact that these policies facilitated the
development of contemporary infrastructure, they also exacerbated social and spatial
disparities by means of centralized governance and a lack of emphasis on social justice.
Housing became a significant national challenge during the Second Pahlavi era as a result
of land reforms, increasing hydrocarbon revenues, and large-scale rural migration.
Policies such as rent controls, housing loans, and residential construction were rendered
largely ineffective by the government's inability to balance supply and demand, rapid
urbanization, informal settlements, land speculation, and elevated housing prices. Housing
was redefined as a fundamental social entitlement and a tool for advancing social justice
in the wake of the Islamic Revolution. The Housing Foundation of the Islamic
Revolution, Imam Khomeini's Account No. 100, and the Construction Jihad Organization
were among the organizations that made an effort to enhance the accessibility of housing
for marginalized communities. Nevertheless, the Iran—Iraq War resulted in a transition in
national priorities, moving away from housing. In the post-war reconstruction era, market-
oriented reforms decreased the state's direct involvement in housing provision and
increased reliance on land development and construction revenues. The Mehr Housing
Project aimed to increase homeownership among low-income households and decrease
speculation. However, its efficacy was restricted by inadequate social planning, poor site
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selection, and insufficient infrastructure. The housing affordability crisis has been
furthered in recent decades by international sanctions, persistent inflation, currency
depreciation, and rapidly increasing land and rental prices.

Conclusion and Discussion

The study concludes that the housing policies in Iran over the past century have been
more influenced by political change, hydrocarbon revenue fluctuations, and international
conditions than by coherent long-term planning. This discontinuity has gradually
transformed housing from a social right and consumption good to a speculative
investment asset, disproportionately impacting low-income households and tenants.
Consequently, the housing crisis necessitates the reaffirmation of housing as a
fundamental social right, the implementation of more comprehensive and stable housing
policies, the enforcement of more stringent state regulations, the effective management of
speculative investment, and the provision of more affordable housing. The historical
experience of Iran indicates that the country's housing crisis will not be resolved by
fragmented and short-term policies in the absence of structural reforms in political
economy and coherent governance.
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3. Feminist theory in agricultural economics
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1 The theory of sustainable development and inclusive agriculture
2 The theory of equal participation in the agricultural value chain
3 UN Women
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2. Ldpez- Estrada et al
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