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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. The purpose of this article is to investigate the effect of
Article type: demographic policies on fertility trends in Khuzestan province.
Research Article In order to accomplish this objective, two methodologies have

been implemented. Initially, the fertility process of Iran and
Khuzestan was studied and analyzed by extracting data from the
registry and statistics center of Iran and examining the changes
that have occurred over the past few decades. In the subsequent
phase, a survey was administered to the citizens of Khuzestan
regarding the discussion of fecundity and population policies.
The sample size for this section consisted of 572 individuals
representing five cities: Ahvaz, Dezful, Behbahan, Dasht
Azadegan, and Abadan. The data was collected using an online
questionnaire technique. The findings of the research indicate
that the effects of population policies implemented in the
country and Khuzestan province, with the exception of the
latter, have been inconsistent. These results have been attributed
to the unique conditions of the province and the imposed
conflict.. 42 percent of the respondents are generally ignorant of
population policies or are unaware of the details of the
programs, according to the survey's findings. The
incompatibility of these programs with the social conditions of
society, the problems of livelihood, and the issues of

Keywords: accommodation, are the reasons why 66% of the respondents
Fertility, believe that the people follow these policies to a very small
fertility decline, extent. The current population policies of Iran have failed to
Khuzestan, influence the fertility and population growth of families over the
population growth, past decade. Furthermore, fertility has declined in recent years,
Population policies indicating that the policies are not in alignment with the social

and cultural norms of the society and families, and have not
been able to persuade them to become more fertile.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The examination of fertility and birth is one of the most critical concepts in demography.
Birth is a natural occurrence in the population and a critical component of population
growth. Birth and fertility cannot be studied in isolation; however, their causes and
consequences are not always identical. This is due to the fact that, if we regard birth as a
demographic and biological phenomenon, fertility is undoubtedly influenced by a variety
of economic, social, cultural, political, and demographic factors.

According to Iranian demographic studies, the population growth rate in Iran
decreased from 1.29 percent in the 2011 census to 1.24 percent in the 2016 census. The
fertility rate in Iran has experienced a substantial decrease over the past three decades.

The total fertility of a woman during her reproductive years decreased from
approximately 6.3 in 1965 to 3.6 in 1975, a decrease of over 50%. The total fertility rate
has declined below the replacement level since 1985 and is currently approximately 1.7
children. On the one hand, the implementation of certain population control policies and,
on the other hand, the occurrence of certain economic, social, and cultural changes in the
country have contributed to this situation.

The issue of Iran's demographic changes has been added to the country's list of social
issues due to the gradual change in the age pyramid of the population and its economic,
social, cultural, and security consequences. It is imperative to identify the direct and
indirect factors that are affecting these conditions. The circumstances in Khuzestan
Province have been somewhat distinct from those of other provinces, whether the oil
industries were present prior to the revolution or the imposed war was present after the
revolution. The province's population has also been directly impacted by these cases.

The objective of this article is to investigate the influence of demographic policies on
the fertility trajectory in Khuzestan Province.

Methodology

Data was collected using two methods: documentary and survey. Initially, the fertility
process of Iran and Khuzestan was analyzed in accordance with the four population
programs implemented in the country, and the changes in the last few decades were
extracted from the documents available in the Civil Registry and the Statistical Center of
Iran. Subsequently, a survey was conducted in this regard. The statistical population of
this study consisted of married men and women in Khuzestan province, ranging in age
from 20 to 60. The sample size consisted of 572 individuals from five cities: Ahvaz,
Dezful, Behbahan, Dasht-e Azadegan, and Abadan. Data was collected using the online
questionnaire technique.

Findings

The study's results indicate that the effects of the population policies implemented in the
country and Khuzestan province were not consistent, with the exception of the most
recent program. These findings were attributed to the unique conditions of the province
and the imposed conflict. According to the survey results, 42% of the respondents are
generally unaware of population policies or are uninformed of the specifics of the
programs. The incompatibility of these programs with the social conditions of the society,
as well as the livelihood and housing problems, are the reasons why 66 percent of
respondents believe that people are very or marginally supportive of these policies.

Conclusion and Discussion
Iran has implemented four programs or policies thus far, with the first program dating
back to the 1940s and the most recent one from the past decade. Two of the four programs
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were designed to increase the population, while the other two were designed to decrease
it. In the past decade, Iran's population policies have failed to influence family fertility
and population growth, as evidenced by an examination of its current population policies.
In addition, we have observed a decline in fertility over the past few years, indicating that
population policies are not in accordance with the social and cultural conditions of society
and families and have not succeeded in persuading them to increase fertility. The survey
results indicate that the average number of children in the respondents' households was
1.62, while the optimal number of children for a family was 2.6. This discovery suggests
that the majority of families continue to desire additional children; however, they have
specific criteria for this desire, with accommodation and livelihood concerns being the
most critical. Ultimately, it can be concluded that the population trend of Khuzestan
province was influenced by population policies; however, other factors, such as oil and
gas-related industries and companies prior to the revolution and the conflict immediately
following the revolution, had a more significant impact. Based on these two factors, the
province's population changes are generally in accordance with the demographic
transition theory; however, they did not occur concurrently with other provinces,
particularly Tehran and the Northern provinces, but rather gradually.
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