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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. The implementation of birth control policies in Iran over the past decades,
Article type: while effective in curbing population growth in the short term, has in the
Research Article long run led to the formation of an aging age structure and the crossing of

the demographic window of opportunity. This structural transition has
resulted in the emergence of new economic challenges (such as the decline
of the labor force and the pressure on social security systems), social
transformations (such as changes in the pattern of demands), and security-
related issues, thereby establishing an unprecedented context for the
reproduction or transformation of the discourse of power. This research is
essential for the purpose of generating strategic policies and
comprehending the political repercussions of this demographic shift thru a
forward-thinking analysis. This study addresses the primary research
question: How will the future reproduction or transformation of the
discourse of power be impacted by the change in Iran's age pyramid? It
does so by employing a descriptive-analytical method and concentrating on
the analysis of intermediary mechanisms. The research's theoretical
framework integrates the Copenhagen School's securitization theory (Barry
Buzan and Ole Waever) with Michel Foucault's concept of the perpetuation

Keywords: of the discourse of power. The results suggest that the age pyramid's
Family planning  transformation, which is facilitated by four primary mechanisms—pressure
policies, on the political economy, transformation in social demands, redefinition of
age pyramid, the national security discourse, and impact on the future-oriented capacities
reproduction of the Of power—offers a solid foundation for challenging or reconstructing the
discourse of power, dominant discourse of power. As a result, demographic data can transform
future of the Islamic from a mere social variable to a critical factor in the redistribution of
Republic of Iran legitimacy and the redefinition of political authority.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

1. Statement of the Problem and Research Objective

The Islamic Republic of Iran's family planning policies, which have successfully reduced
the fertility rate below the replacement level in recent decades, are presently influencing a
"historical demographic transition." This transition is guiding the nation from a youthful
age structure to a middle-aged one, and in the near future, to an elderly one. This
transformation is not merely a statistical shift; it is a profound structural force that alters
the form of social interactions, the pattern of government expenditures, and economic
foundations (such as the labor market and social security systems). Concurrently, the
political system has elevated this issue from the domain of social policy to the level of
"national security” and a "component of civilizational identity" thru a "discursive
redefinition." The purpose of this research is to examine this dialectical interaction and
determine the mechanisms that the evolving age pyramid of Iran will employ to influence
the reproduction or transformation of the discourse of power and political legitimacy in
the future.

2. Methodology and Theoretical Framework

The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, with an emphasis on the
examination of official documents, demographic data, and the dominant discourse. The
Copenhagen School's "securitization™ theory (Buzan and Waever) serves as the theoretical
foundation of the investigation. Political actors effectively redefine issues in public
discourse as a "existential threat" to the survival and identity of the entire system,
according to this theory, thereby transforming them into "national security" concerns. The
framework employed in this research is employed to examine the process by which the
issue of population aging has been transformed from a socio-economic challenge to a
matter related to "national power," "existential security," and “civilization-building,"
which is deemed to necessitate the mobilization of resources and extreme measures. The
analysis of the relationship between population and power is fundamentally shaped by this
discursive shift.

3. Key Findings
The research results suggest that the relationship between the future of power, the current
age structure, and past policies is mediated by four primary mechanisms:

e  Pressure on the Political Economy and Governance: Projections suggest that Iran's
elderly population (65 years and older) will increase from approximately 6.7 million in
2022 to over 21.8 million by 2050, with its share increasing from approximately 8% to
about 22%. The government's financial resources for investment in other areas will be
restricted as a result of the unprecedented pressure that this explosive growth will place on
pension funds and the health system. The "efficacy" of governance is directly challenged
by this situation.

e  Transformation in Social Demands and the Generational Gap: The focus of public
attention and budget priorities is naturally shifted from issues such as youth employment
and housing to long-term healthcare and social support for the elderly as a result of an
aged society. The social basis of the system may be impacted by a generational gap and
decreased satisfaction among the youth as a result of this change in demand.

e Redefinition of National Security and Civilizational Identity Discourse: In response
to these objective challenges, the official discourse has witnessed a fundamental
transformation over the past decade. The population is not depicted as a "problem,” but
rather as a "strategic advantage" and a "determining factor in national authority."Upper-
level documents and statements by senior officials portray population growth as a
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"national necessity" and a "religious duty" in order to safeguard "Shiite-lranian
civilizational identity," counter Western “cultural invasion,” and preserve "human
strategic depth." This is a clear illustration of the process of "securitizing" a social issue.

e  Gap Between Discourse and Socio-Economic Realities: Nevertheless, research
indicates that the desire for reproduction is more significantly influenced by objective
structural factors, including economic conditions, employment, housing, and lifestyle
changes, than by macro-level discourses. Iran's total fertility rate has consistently declined
below the replacement level (2.1 children) and has been estimated to be as low as 1.62
children in certain instances. Inability to satisfy these demands could undermine the
credibility of the official discourse.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The current study illustrates that the altered age pyramid as a consequence of family
planning policies is not merely a demographic concern, but also a critical metric for
predicting future power shifts in Iran. The future of the political system will be influenced
by these changes, which will exert pressure on the material foundations of the economy
and governance, as well as the necessity to discursively reproduce legitimacy.

There are two likely scenarios for the future of this interaction: The scenario of the
"Legitimacy Challenge" is characterized by the persistent discrepancy between the
pronatalist discourse and economic realities, which not only exacerbates the aging crisis
but also challenges the system's legitimacy in the long term by undermining its efficacy
and responsiveness. Conversely, the "Resilient Transformation” scenario requires a
departure from a purely quantitative and securitizing perspective. The material foundation
for the relative realization of demographic objectives and the consolidation of legitimacy
can be established thru intelligent governance, which prioritizes deep economic-welfare
reforms, improves the quality of human capital, and establishes certainty for the younger
generation. Ultimately, the field of demography has emerged as a critical proving ground
for the system'’s capacity to address forthcoming structural and discursive tensions.
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